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TIP OF TEXAS ORCHID SOCIETY

(AKA R10 GRANDE VALLEY ORCHID SOCIETY)

Holiday Inn Express Weslaco 2:00 P.M.
At The Meeting
Refreshments
February 3—Al
Richard Lehman will discuss the growing of Taylor and Del Covey
Vandaceous orchids. See page six for more de- March 1—Pot Luck
tails. April 6—Li Baldazo
ok May 4—Nina Dunlap

June 1—Marilou Pru-
dencio

September 7—
Virginia Hawkins
October 5—Rachel
Williams and Janet
Schofield

November 2—Lori
Goldlman and Rick
Villarreal

December 7—Pot
Luck

January 2009—
Genzers and Swilers

Some Things to Ponder
You Can Help

Start by completing the
refreshments list: there
are spots where only one
person has signed up.

Write about your interest
in Orchids and how you
have developed it for the
News Letter.

Donate orchids for the

lottery. From the President -

) Hi: Our January meeting was a lively affair to say
Talk about things you the least. I was surprised and very pleased to see the
want to learn from the degree of participation shown by our members. This
monthly meetings.

1s a good start to the New Year! Some good ideas
were aired that could benefit our society in the short
Greet newcomers. and long run. We need each and everyone of you to
keep working to make it better. If we get compla-
cent or just come to get a cheap orchid, we lose our
purpose. Fidel
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TIP OF TEXAS ORCHID SOCIETY
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

Holiday Inn Express January 6, 2008
Weslaco, TX., 78596 1:13P.M.
Present: .

Fidel Baldazo Del Covey
Marianne Hilmy Al Taylor

Nila Wipf Rick Villarreal

The meeting was called to order by Fidel Baldazo, President, at 1:13 P.M. Del Covey distributed copies
of the By-Laws to the officers.

Several items were discussed and will be presented to the membership at the regular meeting.

A. The date of the auction was changed to Saturday, March 1, in order to accommodate people who
might have Sunday plans. After discussion of how to receive orchids for the auction since the TAMU
greenhouses, are no longer available, the decision was that the orchids will be ordered and sent to three or
four member locations where they will be housed and tagged so that a master auction list can be printed.
The receiving host will unpack them, take care of them until the auction and bring them to the Holiday
Inn Express on Friday, February 29, for the set up.

B. For the potting session on April 6, medium will be ordered from Kinney’s Warehouse. Rick Villar-
real suggested that he can bring large tarps to put on the floor so that we will not damage the carpet.

C. Some ideas presented for programs included Pests and Diseases and Building a Greenhouse.

D. The Society will give $35.00 a month to Holiday Inn Express for use of the room.

E. Del Covey will be AOS Representative, and Li Baldazo will be Show and Tell Chairperson.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:51 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Nila Wipf, Secretary

TIP OF TEXAS ORCHID SOCIETY
General Meeting

Holiday Inn Express January 6, 2008
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The meeting was called to order by President Fidel Baldazo at 2:00 P.M. Twenty-one members Were
present.

Old Business

A, Dues for 2008 are now payable. They are $15.00 for a family. After March 1, any members who
have not paid their dues will be removed from the list.

B. Del Covey reminded members of the benefits of joining AOS. The price is $60.00 a year or $108.00
for two people subscribing together.

C. Mariou Prudencio asked whether or not one of the Executive Committee had made official contact
with the Mission Garden Show for a possible presentation. No one has.

D. Reference was made to the International World Orchid Show in Miami on January 23-27 and to the
SWROGA meeting and show in Rogers, Arkansas , on May 2-4. The entry fee is $40.00 which includes
more than admission to the show room; airfare is approximately $400.00, and the hotel price is at the
group rate.

New Business

A. The suggestion of paying a monthly fee of $35.00 to Holiday Inn Express was accepted by consen-
sus.

B. Meeting dates and times will remain at 2:00 P.M. the first Sunday of each month except for the auc-
tion which will be held Saturday, March 1.

C. Marianne Hilmy is preparing the programs for the year and asked for volunteers to suggest and/or
present favorite topics. Richard Lehman suggested that speakers outside the society such as John Stub-
bings from Clown Alley Orchids, although we would need to pay expenses, at least, would make for in-
teresting meetings. He will contact Donna Myers-Mason and a grower named Bill to determine whether
or not they might be able to make presentations. Growers might bring plants for sale. There was a sug-
gestion that orchid habitats in the Valley might be helpful. There is a grower in Weslaco who might pre-
sent a program. He also might permit a visit to his growing site.

D. Richard presented the idea of a web site for the Society and suggested that he would be willing to
prepare such a site and that the cost of maintaining it would be about $100.00 a year. There was discus-
sion, but no action was taken.

E. Newsletters will continue to be sent hard copy until a new editor is appointed.

F. The goal of the society is to give what the members want: socialization, a learning experience, a time
and place to brainstorm, win plants, exchange species. .

Break Time

Refreshments were provided by the Genzers and Swilers, our regular January providers.







After the break, Show and Tell time offered many lovely plants. Richard Lehman brought several large
Paphiopedilums and said that he keeps them in sphagnum moss with pots sitting in water. Healso has
them under lights 24/7. Marianne Hilmy had Laelia Cattleyas in bloom from various growers. Noreen
Mastascusa had Brassia hubrids that survived her absence of two weeks. Fidel Baldazo had four fragrant
Cattleyas that keep his green house scent filled. David Hawkins showed a pink Phalaenopsis which he
had bought at River Valley Orchids and Del Covey showed a Phalaenopsis called Wedding Promise
which he had bought at Lowes and cautioned that one should inspect the roots for rot damage before
buying .

Dr. Wang left some Dendrobium Nobile plants for distribution to the new members. Although they had
been notified that the plants would be there, they were not present. One plant was taken to a new mem-
ber. The others were sold for $10.00 each.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Nila Wipf, Secretary
More Points to Ponder
Offer to lead a discussion on how to become a successful hobbyist.

Offer to mentor new members on re-potting, growing places, keeping humidity levels high, watering and
fertilizing. and other things they might consider.

Prepare a presentation or cooperate in a presentation about orchids and orchid growing in the schools,
trailer parks, other venues as a way to encourage new memberships.

Contribute blooming plants for sale at one of the malls just before Easter, Mother’s Day, Christmas.
This will bring some money to the Society and let people know we exist. Obviously, there are opportuni-
ties to volunteer to be at the exhibit for the sales.

Work with one or two others to design a one page overview of the society to be distributed at any of he
above events and to visitors to the Society meetings. ,

Attend orchid shows and report on them
to the Society; join AOS; volunteer to be
a candidate for one of the offices.







(Continued from page 2) The name Vanda came from one of the Indian languages. It means
that people like these plants for their fragrance, color and the shape of the flower. There are
about 80 species plants native to China, the Himalayas, Indonesia and northern Australia.
Vanda are monopodal orchids, and most are epiphytic. I'll leave the rest for Richard to say.

The following is from a 2003 newsletter: “In the process of trying to remember events nearly
40 years ago, I’ve had the opportunity to remember many people who were instrumental in get-
ting me into orchids and who took me under their benches, so to speak. All were members of
the Tip of Texas Orchid Society.

I guess it was Tally Todd of Progresso who helped me learn about growing orchids, initially.
I’ll always remember trying to thread my way through the overgrown aisles of her tiny green-
house. Julia Winfrey of Weslaco was also part of those early greenhouse tours. Tally was cer-
tainly the one who took me to my first TOTOS meeting. I remember thinking how neat it was
to have a chance to get new plants at the society raffle each month. The cost of a ticket then, as
now, was 25 cents, and I won my first orchid plant at that meeting. I also remember how in-
timidated I was by some of the members. They all seemed so old.

***¥x+ T was in Oaxaca, Mexico, during the freeze of 1983, and I’d left all my plants outside.
After all, we never have that much cold weather before Christmas! Boy, did I learn my lesson ;
orchids don’t fare too well outside at 17 degrees! Of course, there wasn’t a single survivor; that
freeze put me out of the orchid business. At the time I thought it would be permanent.

Believe it or not it was Discus, a tropical fish from the Amazon that got me started with orchids
again. In addition to raising and showing Champion standard Poodles, answering the Poodle
Club of America’s breeder referral line for North America four nights a week, converting an
indoor equestrian center in Maryland into a southern garden complete with living sod, full
grown trees, picket fencing and thousands of fresh flowers for ;a; National Poodle Club show
for 1000 dogs and people from all over the world and working full-time directing the newly es-
tablishing World Birding Center for the City of Edinburgh, I was running out of things to do. I
thought, ‘hmmm. I could either spend a thousand dollars getting into raising Discus, or I could
get started with orchids again.” The orchids won. THANK GOODNESS. “ Richard Lehman

More things to ponder
By reading the above, you see it isn’t so hard to tell about your life with orchids, is it?

My publishing program will do only four pages for each copy, hence I cannot attach the News
Letter unless I break it up into parts if, as is true this time, there are more than four pages.

We might try something we tried about three years ago: order enough orchids in 2” pots for
each member. Let the members take them home, nurse them along and bring them back in a
year to show the results. ( I had nothing to show from the last time, but some of you did.)






